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How many years has the nominee been in the industry?
5 years
What impact did they have on a community, organization or event?

When the City of Sugar Hill was striving to make a name for itself, Cameron stepped into his role to help redefine what it means to be from
Sugar Hill. He joined the events team in 2021 during a period of transition, as the city adjusted to the impacts of the COVID era, new
downtown development, and departmental changes. Early in his career, Cameron recognized the importance of bringing people together and
the vital role events play in building strong, connected communities. Beginning his position as an events coordinator was no small
undertaking. Cameron oversaw the organization, creation, and execution of both new and established events throughout the city, with a focus
on creating inclusive opportunities where every resident felt a sense of belonging. His passion for health and wellness led to the creation of
successful programs such as Yoga in the Bowl, Zumba, and citywide races. Summer yoga classes, scheduled for 20 mornings each season,
have reached full capacity for the past two years. Additionally, Cameron’s dedication helped expand the city’s race offerings from 4 races to
13 a year, including 5Ks and half marathons. Many of the events Cameron has welcomed have grown to include meaningful partnerships with
community groups in Sugar Hill and the surrounding areas. Organizations such as the Sugar Hill Women’s Club, Black Women’s Association
of Sugar Hill, Sugar Hill Historic Preservation Society, and the Sugar Hill Inclusion Task Force have all found a home within city events as a
result of Cameron’s support. Beyond local groups, Cameron has also collaborated with neighboring schools, nonprofits, and regional
organizations, bringing increased recognition to the city. Through partnerships with groups such as the Gwinnett Stripers, Atlanta Gladiators,
Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, Beyond the Ribbon, American Cancer Society, Peach State Cornhole Tournament, Sugar Hill Elementary
School, and Lanier High School, Cameron has introduced unique and engaging elements to city events. These collaborations have resulted in
charity car shows, robotics team exhibits, cornhole tournaments, sensory-friendly spaces, parades, art exhibits, and live performances. By
working directly with community leaders, Cameron has also helped organizations host their own signature events, including the annual
Juneteenth Celebration, Holiday Market, Sugar Hill Elementary Story Walk, Memorial Day ceremony, Shakespeare in the Park, North
Gwinnett High School Jazz Festival, Gwinnett Young Professionals mixers, and more. Cameron’s dedication to the community extends
beyond event planning. He proudly represents the City of Sugar Hill as its mascot, Eddy the Eagle, making up to 30 appearances each year.
Outside of his role as Eddie, Cameron remains actively involved in the community by visiting local schools, supporting partner organizations,
and volunteering at events such as the Brightside Games, a Special Olympics event in Buford. His involvement with local organizations has
helped establish lasting traditions, including festival kickoff performances by the Broad Street Concert Band, Splash Night dance showcases
by Allstars Performing Arts Academy, and chalk walk art installations created by Sugar Hill Elementary School students. Through this diverse
range of inclusive events inviting people from all walks of life to explore Sugar Hill and create memorable experiences, Cameron has proven
to be an outstanding event professional. To sum up, the events Cameron organizes celebrate the arts, family, history, and most importantly the
citizens of Sugar Hill. His work uplifts local businesses, nonprofit organizations, community groups, and the people who make Sugar Hill
truly sweet.

Statement of impact for nominee:

In less than 5 years, Cameron has been promoted to Venue and Events Manager and recognized with the 35 under 35 award presented by the
Gwinnett Young Professionals group, an honor few in the City of Sugar Hill have been able to claim. Over the span of 5 years, Cameron has
helped expand the number of city events to over 250 a year. With each event he has shown professionalism, calmness and respect for every
person participating and attending. In his role Cameron advocates for affordable events for both the patron and vendors by creating elements
free to the public and low cost for local businesses. Cameron has kept Sugar Hill affordable with free features such as hot chocolate,
inflatables, caricatures, live music, petting zoos, animal shows and even pictures with Santa. Expanding his role over the years to include city
mascot Eddy the Eagle, Community Group point of contact, The Bowl Amphitheater concert day coordinator, and partner to the community,
Cameron has approached all his responsibilities with great care. Not only focusing on his relationship with the community but also cares for
the team he leads in each event. Cameron continually encourages his co-workers to engage the community with the same care and support that
he does. Regardless of obstacles or criticisms that occur, Cameron keeps his team motivated with reassurance and encouragement at every
event they do. Whether he is managing or supporting events, Cameron Coan is always ready to make every event one the citizens of sugar hill
would be sure to remember.




Begond the Ribbon, Juc

More to tﬁe Journey

January 26, 2026

To Whom It May Concern:

It has truly been an honor and a privilege to work with Cameron Coan, the Bowl and Events Manager of
Sugar Hill. As the founder of Beyond the Ribbon, a local nonprofit that raises funds to assist individuals
diagnosed with cancer in our community, | have had the opportunity to partner with many cities and event
professionals over the years. Cameron stands out as one of the absolute best.

Cameron consistently demonstrates outstanding professionalism, organization, and leadership in
everything he does. His knowledge of community events, attention to detail, and ability to anticipate needs
before they arise has been invaluable to our mission and the success of our fundraising efforts. He not only
supports events with experience and efficiency, but he also brings a positive attitude and genuine care for
the people and organizations he serves.

Because of Cameron’s dedication and commitment to excellence, hosting events in Sugar Hill is not only
smooth and well-managed, but also enjoyable and stress-free. His support allows nonprofits like ours to
focus on what truly matters—raising funds and providing help to families facing cancer.

Cameron is a true asset to the City of Sugar Hill, and | wholeheartedly believe he deserves recognition for
the incredible work he does for the community. | am grateful for his partnership, and | can confidently say
he is the absolute best in his field.

Sincerely,

Bobbie Menneg
Executive Director
Beyond the Ribbon

404-274-2024

Beyond the Ribbon 2100 Riverside Parkway Suite 128 #190 Lawrenceville, GA 30043
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Recommendation Letter for Cameron Coan
Nomination: SFEA Event Professional of the Year

To the Selection Committee,

| am pleased to offer my strongest recommendation for Cameron Coan in support of his

nomination for SFEA’s Event Professional of the Year. As Principal of Sugar Hill

Elementary School, | have had the privilege of partnering with Cameron across a wide

range of community and school initiatives. His leadership, creativity, and commitment to

tLhe peo IIe of Sugar Hill have made a profound impact on the students and families in our
anier Cluster.

One of Cameron’s most significant contributions has been his work with the Explore
Sugar Hill Field Trips. These field trips, designed for every grade level in K-5, give
students the opportunity to explore their own community while engaging with standards-
based learning. Cameron has been instrumental in the planning and implementation of
these experiences—serving as a thoughtful collaborator, helping to design meaningful
learning pathways, securing and organizing downtown locations for students to visit, and
coordinating guest speakers from various City of Sugar Hill departments. His involvement
has helped transform these field trips into engaging, authentic community-based learning
opportunities.

Cameron also goes above and beyond to support student voice and creativitK. When a

roup of our students began creating a podcast about the City of Sugar Hill, he welcomed
them to interview him and provided an inside look at event planning, upcoming city
initiatives, and even highlighted local businesses they could feature. His willingness to
invest his time and expertise in students’ projects demonstrates his genuine commitment
to youth empowerment and education.

Beyond these structured collaborations, Cameron is a constant presence in our school
community. He regularly attends STEAM Nights, Color Run fundraisers, Robotics
Competitions and other school events—not as an obligation, but as a true supporter of
our students and families. His engagement helps strengthen the bond between the city
and its schools, reinforcing the sense of community that makes Sugar Hill special.
Cameron also embraces the fun side of community engagement—often dressing as Eddy
the Eagle to promote city events and bring joy to our students. His enthusiasm is
infectious, and he has a gift for making every interaction memorable.

Additionallé, Cameron represented the City of Sugar Hill at a special event with the
Gwinnett Stripers and the Lanier Cluster Schools, celebrating our community during
Cluster Night at the Stripers game. His participation helped showcase the pride and unity
of our cluster while strengthening the connection between local organizations and our city.
Cameron Coan is not only an exceptional event professional—he is a community builder,
an advocate for students, and someone who consistently goes above and beyond his role
to enrich the lives of others. Sugar Hill is truly fortunate to have him, and | can think of no
one more deserving of the SFEA Event Professional of the Year recognition.

Thagk c}/ou for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if further information is
needed.

Sincerely,

Wick Boyens

Nick Boyers

Principal, Sugar Hill Elementary School



January 19, 2026

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my honor to write this letter of recommendation on behalf of Cameron Coan for “Event
Professional of the Year” for the Southeast Festivals and Events Association (SFEA). | am the
Mayor and have known him for as long as he has served in his role with the City of Sugar Hill. As
the Bowl and Community Events Coordinator, Cameron plays a lead role in planning, organizing,
and holding events in our community. These events are important and help build a sense of
community and place in Sugar Hill.

While | have many examples, | could use to highlight Cameron and his leadership and
professionalism, no activities reflect his impact on Sugar Hill better than his ongoing partnership
with our local schools. For the last several years, he has worked with our Lanier Cluster Schools
to organize both “We Are Lanier” and “Homecoming Parade” events in our downtown area.
These community building activities bring people of all ages together to celebrate the Sugar Hill
community, our schools, and our families. Cameron leads the planning and execution of these
events.

It is because of the above and for many other reasons that | highly recommend Cameron for
consideration as the “Event Professional of the Year” for SFEA. He also has the depth of
knowledge and wisdom to understand the significance of bringing our community together
through these events, and | believe strongly that this speaks to his leadership and
professionalism. Thank you for consideration.

Best regards,

- . II - —
LS e PR 4 I &"1‘““ b
Mayor Brandon Hembree
City of Sugar Hill
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