
Application for
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44th Annual Conyers 

Cherry Blossom Festival, 

City of Conyers, GA

Judges’ score: 9.33



Detailed description of the event:

The 44th Annual Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival was held on Saturday, March 22 and Sunday, March 23, 2025 from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M. each day on the historic grounds of the Georgia International Horse Park in Conyers, Georgia. With the enthusiastic theme, “Spring It 
On!” and the generous support of our presenting sponsor, Robins Financial Credit Union Bank, the 2025 festival embodied the energy, 
diversity, and vibrancy that continues to make this beloved event a cultural anchor in the Southeast. In 2025, we welcomed over 20,000 
attendees across two days and generated an estimated $650,000 in direct economic impact for Rockdale County through hotel bookings, 
dining, retail, and vendor sales. Historical Context and Growth: The Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival began in 1982, originally created by 
Maxell Corporation, a Japanese manufacturer with a local presence, in partnership with the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce. The 
festival was envisioned as a gesture of cultural appreciation and friendship, celebrating Japanese heritage and the blooming of cherry 
blossoms. In 1997, the festival was relocated to the Georgia International Horse Park to accommodate its growing popularity and size. What 
started as a modest cultural event has grown into a two-day contemporary arts festival, now featuring more than 200 artists and craft booths, a 
wide variety of food vendors, cultural demonstrations, and a wide array of entertainment. Free admission, with a modest parking fee of only 
$10 per car and accessible parking, has kept the event inclusive, welcoming families and visitors from across the region. The festival’s long-
term success depends on a deeply engaged community. Volunteers, including student groups and civic organizations, are critical to operating 
the parking areas, photo ops, the information booth, and, especially, our children’s activity zone. It quite literally takes a village, and we are 
proud of how our community comes together each year to make this event run seamlessly. Our presenting sponsor, Robins Financial Credit 
Union, elevated the festival experience by delivering family-friendly headline entertainment and extraordinary community engagement 
initiatives that left a lasting impression well beyond the festival weekend. Their support helped create memorable moments while reinforcing 
the festival’s mission to celebrate culture, connection, and community. New 2025 Festival Highlights • The Amazing Bubble Factory: One of 
the weekend’s most magical feature attractions, this interactive bubble zone amazed all ages—especially when a child was fully enclosed in a 
giant bubble, drawing gasps and cheers from the crowd. With floating bubbles and hands-on fun, it delivered pure joy and excitement. • Cheer 
& Dance Showcase: This all-day showcase, a lively celebration of youth talent, featured energetic routines and team performances from across 
the region that lit up one of the festival’s stages. The spirit, skill, and community pride made it a true crowd-pleaser. • Heart of Atlanta & 
Thunder Gypsy High-energy tribute bands (Heart and Fleetwood Mac): Both electrifying bands headlined at the 2025 festival. These 
renowned bands had audiences dancing and ended each festival day on a nostalgic high. • 200+ Curated Arts & Crafts Vendors: Vendors from 
across the Southeast showcased handmade goods, with many featuring one-of-a-kind cherry blossom-inspired art for the occasion. • Cultural 
Entertainment & Global Cuisine: Two stages and other designated areas with interactive dance, kimono demos, roaming performers, and free 
kids’ activities made this a cultural celebration, while expanded international eats took guests on a flavorful world tour. • Student Art Exhibit 
& Reading Sessions in Sakura’s Garden: This grassy area featured the artwork from public and homeschool students in the community that 
tied into the theme of frogs – a symbol of Japan that represents good fortune. The exhibit included giant paper-mâché cherry blossoms and 
colorful ceramic frog habitats. Children’s reading sessions were led by special education guests each day, who read stories about festival 
frogs! • Japanese “Wishing Tree”: A stunning cherry blossom tree installment invited guests to hang wishes, creating a heartfelt space for 
hope, reflection, and unity. • Pollinator Rocks Program: This hands-on garden education program blended art and nature with seed bombs, 
veggie painting, and pollinator tips—igniting kids’ creativity and environmental awareness in partnership with the Rockdale County Master 
Gardeners. • Bonsai Art Exhibit In partnership with the Atlanta Bonsai Society: This elegant display featured living art and a live demo, 
offering a glimpse into the beauty and tradition of bonsai. • Animal Education Meet & Greet Thanks to the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources: Guests got up close with native wildlife like tortoises and alligators, learning about ecosystems and conservation in a fun, engaging 
way. • Youth Art Celebration: More than 65 young artists were celebrated on the main stage in a special ceremony led by the Mayor of 
Conyers and other city and state leaders. Honored for their nature-themed creations—ranging from contests to public installations—these 
students helped build excitement for the festival while showcasing their creativity and dedication to community and conservation. • Live 
Paintings: Brush with History Festival energy was captured live by artists each day, and lucky guests won the vibrant finished pieces—turning 
memories into historical art and treasured keepsakes. • Partnership with the Consulate General of Japan in Atlanta: An educational booth 
offered a deeper look into Japanese culture and the City of Conyers’ ties to Japan, with authentic relics and hands-on learning for all ages. 
Awards & Recognition : • Southeast Tourism Society Top 20 Event (multiple years), including 2025. • Kaleidoscope Award – (over 20 
recognitions throughout the decades, including Best Festival (multiple years), Best Marketing Campaign, Best Mascot, Best Photograph, Best 
Video (2024), Best Event within an Event, Best Merchandise, and more) by Southeast Festivals & Events Association. • Rockdale/Newton 
Citizen Readers' Choice Award – Best Annual Event (repeated winner), including 2025. The festival takes place during the blooming of the 
Yoshino Cherry Trees, which were gifted to the City of Conyers by Maxell Corporation. This stunning backdrop enhances the festival’s 
mission of celebrating culture, art, friendship, and shared community experiences. For 44 years, the Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival has 
served as a shining example of how tourism can unite, inspire, and uplift a region. Its multigenerational appeal, strong commitment to the arts, 
and emphasis on cultural inclusivity have made it a beloved tradition in the Southeast and a point of pride for Rockdale County. The Conyers 
Cherry Blossom Festival is more than an event—it’s a tradition that celebrates diversity, unity, and the joy of springtime in the South. Connect 
with Us: Facebook: facebook.com/conyerscherryblossomfestival Instagram: @conyerscherryblossomfestival Website: www.conyerscherryblo
ssomfest.com Thank you for your consideration!

https://www.eventeny.com/security/external/?link=facebook.com%2Fconyerscherryblossomfestival
https://www.eventeny.com/security/external/?link=www.conyerscherryblossomfest.com
https://www.eventeny.com/security/external/?link=www.conyerscherryblossomfest.com


Estimated number of attendees?

20-25,000 attendees estimated over this two-day weekend event. This report was generated using Placer.ai, a location analytics platform that 
analyzes anonymized mobile device data to estimate visitation patterns. According to the report, approximately 18.1K visitors were recorded 
during the Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival weekend. This figure does not include children under 18, visitors with GPS/location services 
disabled, or mobile devices purchased outside the United States. We can therefore determine that there were easily over 20K attendees during 
the festival weekend. Comparative Attendance & Economic Impact Synopsis (2024–2025 Cherry Blossom Festival) Using Placer.ai mobility 
analytics for both the 2024 and 2025 Conyers Cherry Blossom Festivals, the City of Conyers can demonstrate continued year-over-year 
growth in attendance, visitor reach, and economic impact. Both analyses were conducted at the same event footprint—Grand Prix Plaza and 
adjacent parking areas—and during the same seasonal timeframe, allowing for a reliable comparison Trade Area data from 2025 shows an 
expanded regional draw compared to 2024, indicating that the festival continues to attract visitors from outside the immediate Conyers area. 
This growth in non-local visitation is a key indicator of increased tourism value, as out-of-area visitors are more likely to generate new 
spending within the city rather than substituting for local activity. Visitor Journey analysis from 2025 further demonstrates enhanced 
circulation throughout Conyers, with attendees traveling beyond the festival grounds into nearby commercial and activity zones. When 
compared to the 2024 baseline event footprint, this broader movement pattern suggests greater spillover benefits for local restaurants, retailers, 
and service businesses, reinforcing the festival’s expanding economic impact. Taken together, the year-over-year Placer.ai analyses support 
the conclusion that the Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival is not only maintaining a strong attendance but is growing as a regional destination 
event, delivering increasing economic benefits to the City of Conyers and its local business community. Executive Takeaway Comparative 
Placer.ai mobility data from 2024 and 2025 confirms that the Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival continues to grow as a regional destination 
event, expanding its visitor reach and strengthening its economic impact across the City of Conyers. (See graphs in supported documents.)

Environmental or pet-friendly? Explain how:

Are Pets Allowed at the Festival? While pets are not encouraged at the festival, attendees who choose to bring them are not turned away. 
Service animals are always welcome. Is the Festival Environmental-friendly? Yes! The festival places a strong and intentional emphasis on 
environmental literacy, weaving sustainability and conservation education directly into the guest experience through robust, family-focused 
programming in Sakura’s Garden. Several years ago, this area was thoughtfully expanded to serve as a dedicated hub for hands-on 
environmental learning, ensuring that education is accessible, engaging, and free for all attendees. A cornerstone of this effort is the 
Pollinators Rock activity area, which features a rotating lineup of complimentary children’s arts and crafts designed to teach the importance of 
pollinators, native plants, recycling and healthy ecosystems. What began as a small educational offering quickly became one of the festival’s 
most beloved spaces, prompting continued growth and enhancement each year in response to strong community interest and participation. In 
2025, the festival further strengthened its environmental mission by welcoming the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, which provided 
immersive, age-appropriate educational programming through live animal encounters. These experiences introduced families to Georgia’s 
native reptiles, including turtles and snakes, fostering understanding, respect, and stewardship for local wildlife and habitats. The festival also 
proudly partnered with the Rockdale County Master Gardeners, who engaged attendees in learning about native plants, flowers, and 
pollinators through free, hands-on art activities that combined creativity with practical environmental knowledge. These interactive 
experiences empowered families to take sustainable practices and native gardening concepts home with them. Complementing these offerings, 
Sakura’s Storytime Sessions were held daily, featuring interactive, STEM-based children’s books that reinforced environmental themes such 
as conservation, biodiversity, and the interconnectedness of nature. These sessions provided opportunities for early learners to connect 
environmental concepts with storytelling, curiosity, and imagination. Through these intentional, educational initiatives, the festival moves 
beyond passive sustainability and actively cultivates environmental awareness, stewardship, and literacy—especially among the next 
generation—making environmental responsibility a central and celebrated part of the festival experience.



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Festival Factsheet (Posted on the Website)  

 

 



Interactive Festival Facts from Sakura! (Website and Social Media Platforms) 

 

Video Link: 

https://onedrive.live.com/?qt=allmyphotos&photosData=%2Fshare%2F1BC1ADDEBA
76E24E%21s5e14381144d542c69ea63957479b29f7%3Fithint%3Dvideo%26migratedto
spo%3Dtrue&cid=1BC1ADDEBA76E24E&id=1BC1ADDEBA76E24E%21s5e14381144d54
2c69ea63957479b29f7&redeem=aHR0cHM6Ly8xZHJ2Lm1zL3YvYy8xYmMxYWRkZWJh
NzZlMjRlL0VSRTRGRjdWUk1aQ25xWTVWMGViS2ZjQklobnE0SHJlTGVPeVE5dThHV2Vh
Q1E&v=photos 

 

 



2024-2025 Awards 

     

 

 

The festival was honored in 2024 with four SFEA 
Kaleidoscope awards. In 2025, it won Best 2024 
Promotional Video through SFEA. The festival was 
awarded the Best of the Best (People’s Choice 
Awards) through the Citizens Newspapers in 2024 
& 2025. It also garnered 2024 Signature Event 
from the Southeast Tourism Society for several 
consecutive years, including 2024 & 2025.  

 



2025 Promotional Rack Card 

 

 

 



Promotional Poster 

 



Digital Ad for GIHP Electronic Board and Highway Billboards 

 

 

Social Media and Print Ad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sponsor Ad from our Marketing Team at Pipeline for Social Media Platforms  

 



 

 

Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival 2025 Promotional Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hhyxNEON8o 

 

 

 

 



FULL COMPREHENSIVE MARKETING CAMPAIGN 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

                                      



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



Live Paintings 

Top photo: This attendee was drawn right into the painting! She was so excited to be a part 

of this art piece and of the 2025 festival legacy. She did not win, but we did make her a print 

of the artwork as a keepsake. 

 

 

 



Winner Announcements of the Live Painting Giveaways  

 

  

 



Post-event, Live raffle drawings announced by the artists on social media, winners came to 

the Georgia International Horse Park to pick up their historic, one-of-a-kind paintings.                   

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 



 





Also, In 2025! Shatterproof Green Screen Photo Ops 
Attendees were able to get these photos on site and/or get them digitally to remember the 

day. We encouraged them to use HASHTAG #CBF2025 SPRINGITON 

 

     



Featured Community Cause 

We featured several non-profit organizations at the festival. Emonies Closet collected 

socks from attendees to help those in the community who are getting back on their feet! 

 

 

          



 

 

  

 



 
 



Full Entertainment Line-Up for the Weekend 

 

 



 

 







 



 

APPLICATION PROCESS  

All arts and crafts vendors, nonprofit organizations, food vendors, and entertainers applied 

through www.eventeny.com for the 2025 Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival. This marked the 

first year the festival utilized Eventeny as its application and management platform, 

expanding outreach and accessibility and resulting in a more diverse and unique mix of 

vendors and performers. Below is the info posted on Eventeny for arts and crafts vendors. 

 

 

 

 

**We still allowed a few vendors to apply through our electronic application if they were 

unable to access or had difficulty creating an account on eventeny.com. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



Press Releases 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 



Featured Articles: 

  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



https://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/festivals-spring-summer-metro-atlanta-north-
georgia-2025 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Marketing & Media Budget Plan (Includes In-Kind Sponsorships)  



 

 

 



Festival Features to be Published as Ads in Local Newspapers  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full Newspaper Insert/Festival Program  

Our media partner, The Citizen, produces a comprehensive 15-page, full-color 

pull-out festival program distributed during the week of the event. This dedicated 

publication serves as both a pre-event marketing tool and an on-site visitor guide, 

featuring a full festival overview, highlighted attractions, entertainment schedules, 

and a complete listing of vendors and sponsors. Thousands of copies are printed 

and made available to attendees, with a large supply stationed at the festival 

information booth to enhance the on-site experience, support vendor visibility, and 

extend the festival’s reach and impact beyond the event weekend. 

(See Full Doc attached separately as supporting materials.) 

 



Fun Festival Reminders Posted on our Website and Social Media 

 

 

 



 

 

 
The festival is promoted through print and social media with encouragement for 

attendees to wear pink. Randomly selected festivalgoers dressed in pink receive 

a certificate, which can be redeemed for a prize at the information booth. 



Hospitality for Vendors Sponsored by our on-site Donut Vendor (In-Kind Sponsorship)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New in 2025! We added digital parking passes for all vendors through our Parking 
Partner, JustPark. (This created a much more efficient system.) 

 

 

 



Festival Map  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POSITIVE REVIEWS/FEEDBACK 

 



  



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City and State Leadership Support 

 

 

 

 

Photos top and bottom: City of Conyers councilman, Charlie Bryant with Mayor 

Vince Evans handing out student art recognitions on the main stage. In the 

background, Executive Director, Shelli Siebert with Rockdale County Public 

School art teacher, Katy King assisting. 



 

 

Senator Tanya Anderson engaging with a lively line-dancing group. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Vince Evans and Senator Tanya Anderson pose for a photo after recognizing 

over 65 students on the festival’s main stage for their art contributions. The kids 

participated all year long through ancillary art projects related to the Conyers Chery 

Blossom Festival. Both leaders showed enormous pride in our youth community, 

cutivating art for the future! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 































 



 

 

BUDGET for 2025 - $60,000 

Festival Operating Budget Summary: 

The Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival is executed with a municipal operating budget of 

$60,000, which represents the total cash budget directly used to plan, produce, and 

manage the event. 

To enhance the overall festival experience without increasing municipal spending, the 

event leverages strategic partnerships that provide in-kind sponsorship support, including 

entertainment, marketing, and services. In 2025, the estimated value of in-kind 

contributions totaled approximately $74,000. 

Any cash sponsorship revenue generated by the festival is returned to the City’s general 

fund and is not available for use in festival operations, serving instead to offset overall 

municipal expenditures. 

As a result, the festival’s working operational budget remains $60,000, aligning with the 

Under $75,000 budget category, while demonstrating strong fiscal stewardship, community 

partnerships, and the ability to deliver a high-quality, large-scale event with limited public 

funds. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

2025 PROJECTED VS. ACTUAL REVENUE 

 

 



 

 

 

 

POSITIVE REVIEWS/FEEDBACK 
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