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And has continued for years!

In one year, drug overdoses 
killed more Americans than 

the entire Vietnam War



Why is this 

important?

In March 2024ðthere were 523 visits to ERs due 

to drug useand 273 EMS runs due to opioid use ð

that we know about in Mississippi

Overdose death trends due to synthetic opioids, 

such as fentanyl, decreased in 2024. In 2023, there 

were 76,282 deaths and in 2024 there were a 

reported 48,422 deaths due to synthetic opioids.

Overdose is a leading cause of  injury and death in 

the United States with an estimated 

110,037overdose deaths reported in 2023. The 

CDC reports a decrease of  26.9 % in 2024, with an 

estimated 80,391 deaths.



Children

According to the CDC, deaths due to opioid 

overdose has quadrupled for children ages 5-14

The DEA warns that Rainbow Fentanyl is being 

used by drug traffickers to drive addiction among 

kids and young adults

Children also remain a victim of  the overdose 

epidemic by ending up in an already over 

populatedfoster program due to parents' deaths



Financial

Prescription drug use/misuse costs the United 

States an estimated $500B a year.

In Q3 of 2022, there were over 30 millionopioid 

dosage unitsdispensed in Mississippi - enough for 

every Mississippian to have more than 10 doses 

each





How did we get here?
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Today, more than 10% 

of  people given opioids 

will become addicted to 

them

mayo clinic



Addiction

Approximately 80% of  all individuals that are 

using heroin today, started using opioids as 

prescribed by a physician due to a legitimate pain 

issue, such as a broken bone or post surgery

The body starts to become physically addicted to 

an opioid in approximately 5-10 days

Opioids activate the reward center of  our brain ð

something our bodies naturally do ðhowever, after 

being on opioids for a period of  time, the brain 

stops working like it used to





Addiction is a Chronic Brain Disease, Not 

A Moral Failing

Surgeon General Vivek Murthy



American Society of  Addiction Medicine

"Addiction is a treatable, chronic medical disease involving complex interactions among brain 

circuits, genetics,the environment, and an individual's life experiences. People with addiction 

use substances or engage in behaviors that become compulsive and often continue despite 

harmful consequences. Prevention efforts and treatment approaches for addiction are generally 

as successful as those for other chronic diseases"

How successful is the American Heart Association in the prevention and treatment of  heart disease?

How successful is the American Medical Association for the Center for Disease Control in the 

prevention and treatment of  Type 2 diabetes?

Take away --- someone with addiction cannot just stop! They must receive evidence-based treatment 

from qualified individuals with compassion and urgency and the individual must follow through on 

treatment planning including a change in their social environment... everything about their life



Addiction Treatment

40 Million or 1 in 7 million individuals ages 12 and older 
have a substance use problem

This is more than:

Heart Conditions ð27 million

Diabetes ð26 million

Cancer ð19 million

Yet on 11% receive the help they need!



For First Responders

Fentanyl 101



What is 

fentanyl?

Fentanyl is a prescription opioid used to treat 
pain.

Doctors will usually prescribe Fentanyl when 
individuals are tolerant to other opioids.

They are typicallyprescribed as long-
acting patches; but can often be found in hospitals 
as an injectable substance

Fentanyl is dosed out in micrograms and a 
common dose is somewhere between12-100 mcg 
per hour.

Fentanyl is 50 ð100 times more potent than 
morphine.

And lastly, Fentanyl has quickly become a street 
drug.


