Application for
Best New Event

Jeepers Creepers,
City of Fountain Inn, SC

Judges’ score: 9.2




Detailed description of the event

They say that necessity is the mother of invention. Over the years, Fountain Inn has struggled to find an opportunity to provide a safe
and fun way for families to trick or treat with our Main Street merchants. As the self-proclaimed “Jeep Capitol” of South Carolina,
we decided that the best way would be to host a Halloween themed Jeep Trunk or Treat event on Main Street called Jeepers
Creepers! Planning began in June for an October 28 event date. Planning events is aways difficult, but that difficulty is compounded
when it’s a new event and you don’t know what to expect. As with any event, promotion is key. Posters needed to be designed, social
media posts needed to be made, and applications developed. After some brainstorming and many iterations, we settled on a logo and
poster that showed a family of friendly skeletons driving down our historic Main Street in high contrast autumn colors. Fonts were
chosen to be easy to read and the shadows on the letters gave it a somewhat spooky feel. A promotional video was made to further
draw interest to our event. A classic black and white horror film clip with our loge and info overlaid. That video created quite a buzz
and was viewed over 5000 times! We knew that with a Halloween Theme, we had a great opportunity to be creative with our
marketing. Skeletons were strategically placed on benches along Main Street for folks to take pictures with our frightening friends.
With names like Scary Potter, Captain Jack Marrow, and Mr. Bone-Jangles, they were the perfect Jeepers Creepers Ambassadors!
Transforming the feel of the environment is key to the success of any event...especially those with specific themes. Storefronts were
decorated, jack-o-lanterns were hung in the trees, and our streetscape lights were changed from white to green, yellow, and orange
for the event, truly changing Fountain Inn into Halloweentown! A Jeep Cruise In only works if you have Jeeps. We needed to reach
out to the local Jeep Clubs to get the word out. As soon as we contacted those clubs, we knew we had a hit because the applications
started coming in immediately. We anticipated 75+/- Jeeps, but within two weeks of contacting the Jeep Clubs, we were at 200 Jeeps,
and we had to cap attendance there. Figuring out where to place 200 Jeeps in our small town was a pretty big problem, but it was a
good problem to have. As soon as we realized the size of the monster we had created, we made the decision to extend our event to
include more of our Main Street district. With a footprint covering 4 blocks of Main Street and the associated side streets including
Commerce Park, we knew we had to include other ancillary events. A 200 ft. hay maze was designed and built in front of our local
brewery, VooDoo Brewing. 300 pumpkins were brought into our Farmers Market Pavilion for kids to paint their scariest (or
friendliest) faces on. Inflatable games kept the kiddos busy while parents enjoyed beverages from The Fountain Inn Tap Room,
VooDoo Brewing, and Cucina 100. Local favorite, The Vinyl Junkies took the Commerce Park Stage at 6:30 and rocked the house
until 9:00. With a music list that spans 10 decades they tailored the music to fit the vibe of Jeepers Creepers and the Halloween
season. Through inventive arrangements, danceable grooves, and songs we had not heard other bands play, they kept the audience of
all ages involved and moving! The day of the event, we began placing Jeeps of various models and sizes along Main Street with the
help of our new Jeep Club friends around 4 pm. By the time the event began at 6pm, we were already in full swing with families
taking in the sights. Each Jeep was decorated differently. Many had movie themes like Ghostbusters or Beetlejuice, some were decked
out with ghosts and goblins, but all had plenty of candy. All in all, we estimate over 50,000 pieces of candy were given to the kiddos
that night.

Will it become an annual event?

Yes

Estimated number of attendees?

8000

Link to promotional video: https://youtu.be/N-U95FHoK5c
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= Welcome aboard the City of Fountain Inn's first ever "Jeepers Creepers Cruise INN"!

Join us tor a spine-chillingly delightful Halloween experience on Main Street.

Trunk-or-treat in style as you wander through a parade of ghoulishly decorated Jeeps,

PN

en with treats and surprises for all ages. Enjoy your Halloween favorites played by
e Vinyl Junkies, creating the perfect eerie ambiance while you savor delectable
Halloween-themed food. Whether you're a young ghost or an old vampire, our
frighteningly fun activities and entertainment guarantee an unforgettable night of
thrills and L‘:r:{'ilt";l_'lfl"ll. Plus, there's more in store with creepy contests, ghostly games,
pumpkin painting c}ﬁﬁ;mﬂrc for the little monsters. Get into the Halloween spirit and
let the Jeepers Cregpers Cruise INN transport you to a world of hauntingly good times!
So, whether you arrive in a monstrous machine or on foot, don your most spooktacular
costume and immerse yourself in the “Jeepers Creepers Cruise INN™ for an otherworldly

celebration filled with treats, tricks, and terrifyingly good times!




The Jeepers Cregy DuckD ckJeep craze
2020. The spooky black cloak and scary face celebra "_I!ﬁé" alloween season v
October 28 with the Jeepers Creepers event on Main Street in Fountain Inn. Of ¢

opportunity to share the Fountain Inn logo which is displayed on the Duck's_cl -

How pIip THE IDEA COME TO BE?

In 2020 at the height of the Covid shutdown, a 30 year old Jeep owner named Allison P
Alabama was verbally assaulted in her home country of Canada by a stranger \
welcome in Canada. She was attacked because of pandemic concerns over her
Later during that visit, she purchased a bag of small rubber ducks with the inte
around the house for friends and family to find. As she left the store, she found a Jeep j
wrote, "Nice Jeep - Have A Great Day!" on a duck and left it for the owner to find. #Ducl
born that day for no other reason than to spread joy and fun across the Jeep
Duck Duck Jeep pages have been set up in in over 40 countries and every ste
#DuckDuckJeep hashtag has over a million posts across several platforms and continu
positive way to interact with Jeep owners.



While brainstorming;the -;"- wQa crea &80me buzz about our upcc
Jeppg;ggepersveknewweto e creat ileFaceboo&ndother
trédi'tionamarketing)latformswork,we needesdomethingewandunique.
That's when we decided that the best way to let people know would be
friends tell them in person as they wandered Downtown Fountain Inn.

Jeepers Creepers was our first annual Halloween themed Jeep Cruise
knew that with a Halloween Theme, we had a great opportunity to be
our marketing. Skeletons were strategically placed on benches along
for folksto take pictureswith our frightenindriends\With namedike Scary
Potter, Captain Jack Marrow, and Mr. Bone-Jangles, they were the pe
Creepers Ambassadors!



Jeepers Creepers Cruise Inn lasted from 6pm - 9pm. 7pm was our busiest time, with the
visitors. The trunk or treat area was packed, leading to lots of folks dancing, and high participation
and hay maze.
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Public Rececptiap,y_

"E-l Mack Blackstone i
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ard, Cregpe ruste Inn and Tounk or Trest | City of Fourtian nn wad & SUCCESS!IEN We faves
ran aul of candy and we pamied the City purple and green tanight!? Thank you haa MoCaleb
far leating e bomaw 1he wesome redell! & HUGE THANEK YOU to my friends and family for
hedping me tamght!! Couldn't have done it withouwt them!! THARE YOU bo the Event Stafrl! Shaut
ol b0 the polece oificers at the Fountain inn Folice Department, and the Fire Departmend gor
keeping us all safe tonight!! Shout out 1o public works for helping keep everything deaned up
are clutter fregll Huge shoutout o Cl Mason for helping get the jeeps parked and set upl! Was
an incredible night in the INM Cwer 200 jeeps and thousands of children i downiow
Hanor ta be PRESENT in MY cammurity tonight and be able to be a small part of such

spert!! Mathing liloe actually servirg your O community! "UnEl nesd wear!!
; . = ; Cheeky Tees, LLC
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This was so0 much fun!! & &
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Fl you have outdone yourself. The leepers Creepers event was amazing, I'm so proud to be part
of this community
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@ Marc & Martin
Great event! We never been be we never had a kids and now we do, The ling was kong
took an hr going one way and then hall way and we couldn't even finish we weare

getting hungry s0 we Tried the new place “farehouse” which was very good i L
good restaurant! Love our Fitthe town i 2w Like Reply

Lk Faply

ﬁ Brian Kelly

Very Crowded, another great event from the city of Fountain Inn

like Reply

1# Mary Anma lay Lawrence
This was absolutely amazing! It was 50 mudh fun ! m

Like  Reply Absohsely amazing night at leepers Creepers, my wife and | moved here from central MC 2t the
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We had a great e social. We picked Fl for this exact purpose, and LSl night confirmed onde again that we had made
i S8t Tay
Markowe Schuck

the '=I;||'lf decsion Thank wou 1o the Tolks that put this event 1o ;-C-li"lllr and to the police presanca
that made i Teel completely safe

t was so fun!!l Thank you for maks ng L suUch an awasoms evant |:|'I:||' of Fountain

Irin!
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— hus was our first time and loved it We ran out of candy within 20 mins. Reloaded at the
Dwollar Genaral and still ended up runming out. We gave away our bats off the leep. Lots
of fun, Bayond Loaded Fries was the BOME.
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Event Photos
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Most recent

@ Tasha Elaine Humphries
This was our first time and loved it. We ran out of candy within 30 mins. Reloaded at the

Dollar General and still ended up running out. We gave away our bats off the Jeep. Lots
of fun. Beyond Loaded Fries was the BOMB.
11w  Like Reply O

§ ceitlin Nichole Best
We Went through a 5 gallon tote of candy. Thousands of peices. Ran out the last 15
minutes. Next year, we gotta double it g@ Even gave one little boy a 4ft blow up ghost
to make up for it .+ great tum out.

1w  Like Reply Edited

aj. Miranda Moore

We had a great time
Mw Like Reply

0 Marci A. Martin
Great event! We never been bc we never had a kids and now we do. The line was long
toak an hr going one way and then half way and we couldn’t even finish we were

getting hungry so we tried the new place “farehouse” which was very good , another
good restaurant! Love our little town @

1w  Like Reply

' Trese Jae
It free to attend?
1w Like Reply

G Brian Kelly

Trese Jze Yes

11w Like Reply

G Brian Kelly

Very Crowded, another great event from the city of Fountain Inn.
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